










History of the Transitional Justice Field

● Term ‘transitional justice’ originated in mid-1990s
○ Emerged with 1990s transitions from authoritarian rule in Eastern Europe and Central America
○ Establishment of the South African Truth and Reconciliation Committee (TRC) in 1995 

demonstrated the consideration of alternative legal mechanisms for dealing with the past
● Consolidated as a ‘field’ after 2000s

○ Addressed transitions in a wide range of societies
○ By 2009, transitional justice was a broad, multidisciplinary field 

● ‘Midlife crisis’ for the field around 2009
○ Existence of a new field leads to increased pressure for inclusion and demands to include 

increasingly broad agendas and issues



Bell’s major points

● Transitional justice does not constitute a coherent ‘field’ but is a cloak that 
rationalizes a set of diverse bargains

● Transitional justice does not comprise a field of practice and a field of inquiry 
that need to be brought together

● The call for interdisciplinarity is part of the legitimating discourse of transitional 
justice as a field and an attempt by non-law experts to colonize or decolonize 
the field















Peace Processes 

Abidjan Peace Accords - November 1996

● Between Kabbah government and RUF
● Conclusions:

○ Provided amnesty for all combatants 
○ Created a DDR process
○ Established RUF as a political party

● Vetting of employees in the police force 
was the only transitional justice initiative

● May 1997: Republic of Sierra Leone 
Armed Forces (RSLAF) overthrew Kabbah 
government and created a government 
with RUF

The Conakry Peace Plan - October 1997

● Initiated by the Economic Community of 
West African States Monitoring Group 
(ECOMOG)

● Focus on reinstating the ousted Kabbah 
government

● Provisions for:
○ DDR of combatants
○ Cessation of hostilities
○ Restoration of Kabbah government

● No transitional justice provisions
● Never implemented

○ Junta refused to disarm and ECOMOG 
intervened to reinstate Kabbah gov’t



Peace Processes

Lomé Peace Agreement (LPA) - July 1999

● First to give civil society groups the 
chance to participate

○ Lack of commitment from gov’t and RUF
● Plans for a truth and reconciliation 

committee, but no justice provisions
● Major points:

○ Cessation of hostilities
○ Initiation of a DDR program
○ Inclusion of RUF in government
○ Blanket amnesty
○ Reintegration assistance for fighters

The Abuja Protocols - 2000-2001

● Additions to LPA
● Abuja Ceasefire Agreement (November 

2000)
○ Immediate ceasefire and end to hostilities
○ Resumption of LPA DDR process
○ Deployment of UNAMSIL peacekeepers
○ Widening of government authority

● Second Abuja Agreement (May 2001)
○ Disarmament of RUF and CDF fighters
○ Concerns that justice and accountability 

would disrupt disarmament process
● By 2002, more than 76,000 combatants 

(and 6,000 children) had been disarmed



Transitional Justice in Sierra Leone



The Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL)

● Sierra Leone government requested that the UN establish a court to try RUF 
members accused of human rights violations

○ Effort led by the Sierra Leone government, the UN, and international community
● Hybrid style in which Sierra Leonean and international law apply
● SCSL indicted 23 people, including Charles Taylor (former Liberian Pres.)
● Other activities: 

○ Educates population of Sierra Leone about the principles of the rule of law and provides 
human rights and humanitarian law training to military, victims, students, and police

○ Ex-combatants serve as points of contact for outreach activities 

Truth and Reconciliation Committee (TRC)

● TRC was included in LPA and established in 2002
○ Creation was driven by civil society groups

● Established to produce an impartial record of human rights violations during 
the civil war, respond to victims’ needs, and promote reconciliation 

● 2004 report determined that poor governance, corruption, human rights 
violations, and failure of leadership created the conditions for conflict

● Analyzed 9,000 personal statements, 200 written submissions from NGOs, 
and held more than 500 individual hearings

 



Institutional Reform

● Sierra Leone Police (SLP)
○ Policing Charter (1998) suggested local needs policing to build trust between police and 

community
○ Four reform measures: (1) community policing approach, (2) establishment of a Complaints, 

Discipline, and Investigations Department (CDID), (3) creation of Family Support Units (FSU) 
for women and children, and (4) addition of human rights education to officer training

○ Few attempts to screen officers or recruits on human rights
● Republic of Sierra Leone Armed Forces (RSLAF)

○ 1999 Military Reintegration Program (MRP) established to create democratic civilian oversight 
of military, reform Ministry of Defense, and retrain soldiers who had joined rebellion

○ Screening protocols not based on human rights criteria 
○ Recruits receive training on human rights and the role of military in democracy

Reparations

● LPA provided for a Special Fund for War Victims
● TRC had no mandate to provide reparations, but recommended two forms:

○ Service packages to provide for the needs of victims of the war (ex: free medical care, 
education, housing, mental health services)

○ Symbolic acts such as memorials to acknowledge the suffering of victims
● Civil society groups pressured government to create a victims’ fund, which it 

did in 2006
○ Designated National Commission for Social Action (NaCSA) as implementing organization

● UN Peacebuilding Fund contributed $3 million (USD) for reparations in 2008
○ Koroma government also contributed funds 



Evaluation 

● Sierra Leone has largely remained peaceful and stable with no major 
occurrence of human rights violations

● Peace and justice mechanisms allowed for peacebuilding while also 
establishing accountability



Discussion Q’s

What was your perception of Transitional Justice 
before/after this class? 

Who should be present or participate in a peace 
process?

How do the labels “victim” and “perpetrator” 
impact justice? 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of 
“toolkit” peace processes? 

Which marker of TJ do you find the most 
important? (Truth & Reconciliation, Court, 
Reparations, Reform)  
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